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Remarks at a Reception for
Senatorial Candidate Charles
Schumer in Brooklyn
October 30, 1998

Thank you. First, let me just thank Joe and
Trina for welcoming all of us into this truly
beautiful home. I’ve had a wonderful time.
I want to—if I could say one thing, when
we get close to an election like this, and
Chuck and Iris and all the people that are
working so hard for him, you are more and
more nervous, and you don’t get any sleep.
And you’re more or less on automatic, and
it’s so easy to forget why you’ve been doing
all that. And then we come in here and see
all of these huge families with the children
and the grandchildren and the in-laws—
[laughter]—I believe I could sort you all out
now because I’ve got all the different cross
currents here. [Laughter]

But let me tell you, I am thrilled. This is
what America is all about. And I cannot thank
you enough. I find myself for the second Fri-
day in a row racing the Shabbat clock.
[Laughter] Last week, we were at Wye. We
had a deal; then we didn’t have a deal. And
we had a time to announce it, and then we
didn’t. I was up for 39 hours. That’s really
how—people say, ‘‘How did this get done?’’
It’s simple. I was the last person standing.
[Laughter] They were saying, ‘‘Please let us
go to bed. Please let us.’’ ‘‘No.’’

I don’t want to race the clock again. I want
to respect this very much. One of the reasons
this country is around here after 220 years
is that the first amendment to the Constitu-
tion guarantees to every person who comes
here the absolute unrestricted practice of his
or her faith. And there are people in this
room who have given me a chance to help
move people from Syria out and come here.
And for giving me the chance to work with
you, I thank you.

The work that I have been able to do with
my own people in Ireland or for peace in
the Middle East, where my faith was born
as well, in all other parts of the world, in
Bosnia, now in Kosovo, where I think we
have averted another humanitarian disaster,
is very important.

But we also need to remember what makes
America the world’s leader is our strength

at home and our ability to live at home by
what we say we believe. The power of our
example is necessary for the power of our
armies to make sense to anybody. Who else
would the Israelis and the Palestinians say,
‘‘We would like your CIA to monitor part
of our accords?’’ [Laughter] I mean if you
think about it, it’s an incredibly humbling
thing, a great honor for a country to be trust-
ed in that way.

And what I want to say to you, I can say
very briefly. For 6 years I have worked to
bring this country together, to move it for-
ward, and to be a force for peace and free-
dom throughout the world. The country is
better off today than it was 6 years ago, most-
ly because of people like you, but our policies
clearly helped.

In the last year, I was deeply frustrated
at all the things I tried to do that we couldn’t
do because of the increasing partisanship of
the other party in Washington. And I can
tell you that, especially for New York, to have
someone like Chuck Schumer in the United
States Senate, someone who could serve in
the tradition of the greatest New York Sen-
ators and the greatest Senators in the history
of this country, would be a great gift to Amer-
ica.

To have a few more Democrats like Chuck
Schumer may mean the difference in wheth-
er we save Social Security or forget about
our obligations to our parents and our chil-
dren. It may make the difference in whether
we can pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights so all
people, not just the well-to-do, can be guar-
anteed that they will get quality health care
if they have health coverage. It may make
the difference in whether we actually go out
and build schools and hire teachers and pro-
vide excellence in education to all our people
without regard to their incomes or their
backgrounds or their family circumstances.
In short, it can make a difference in whether
America has more families that look like you
do 10 years, 20 years from now.

You look at this—you look at this room.
If I could walk into any neighborhood in
America and hold a meeting like this, we
would have not 10 percent of the problems
we have today. Look around here—look
around. So I’m going to let you get on with
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the Shabbat, but remember, on Tuesday your
responsibilities as citizens kick in.

And let me just ask you one more thing.
Chuck said, you employ many thousands of
people. Between now and Tuesday, you will
come in contact with people with whom you
worship, people with whom you work, people
with whom you socialize, people with whom
you may sit in a coffee shop—I implore
you—usually in America—usually—we turn
out in pretty good numbers for Presidential
elections, and then half our people stay home
in the off years.

This is not an ordinary time. These are big,
big issues. And New York has a chance to
give a gift to itself and to the Nation in Chuck
Schumer. And I want you to do everything
you can between now and Tuesday, except
when you’re taking time off to worship, to
ask people to show up. Will you do that?

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Joe
and Trina Cayre, dinner hosts; Iris Schumer, wife
of Representative Charles Schumer.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 24
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Los Angeles, CA, and in the evening, he trav-
eled to San Francisco, CA.

October 25
In the morning, the President had separate

telephone conversations with King Hassan II
of Morocco, President Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt, Crown Prince Abdallah of Saudi Ara-
bia, and Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom on the Wye River Middle
East peace talks.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC, arriving after midnight.

October 27
In an afternoon ceremony in the Oval Of-

fice, the President received diplomatic cre-
dentials from Ambassadors Genaro Arriagada
of Chile, Geza Jeszenszky of Hungary, Luis
Alberto Moreno of Colombia, and Amilcar
Spencer Lopes of Cape Verde.

October 29
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Cape Canaveral, FL.
In the afternoon, the President awarded

the Presidential Medal of Freedom to former
Representative Dante B. Fascell in the Con-
ference Room of the ATOM Building at the
John F. Kennedy Space Center.

In the evening, the President traveled to
West Palm Beach, FL, and later, he returned
to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Anita Freedman as a member of the
Commission for the Preservation of Ameri-
ca’s Heritage Abroad.

October 30
In the morning, the President traveled to

New York City, and in the evening, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Myron M. Cherry as Arbitrator,
International Center for the Settlement of
Investment Disputes.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following members of the Com-
mission on Drug-Free Communities:
Marilyn Culp, Thomas Dortch, Ruby Hearn,
Jessica Hulsey, Scott King, Charles Larson,
Henry Lozano, Claire McCaskill, Mary Ann
Solberg, Carol Stone, and Hope Taft.

The president announced his intention to
appoint James K. Huhta as a member of the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine die
on Wednesday, October 21, 1998, no nominations
were submitted to the Senate during the period
covered by this issue.
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